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Synopsis

Explore the major perspectives in ethical theory and a broad range of contemporary moral debates
using MacKinnon/Fiala’s acclaimed ETHICS: THEORY AND CONTEMPORARY ISSUES, Eighth
Edition. llluminating overviews and a selection of readings from traditional and contemporary
sources make even complex philosophical concepts reader-friendly. Comprehensive, clear-sighted
introductions to general and specific areas of ethical debate cover influential ethical theories,
including religion and global ethics, utilitarianism and deontology, natural law ethics, virtue ethics,
and feminist and care ethics. Contemporary moral issues discussed include euthanasia, sexual
morality, economic justice, animal ethics, war, violence, and globalization. A broader range of voices
and philosophical traditions in this edition includes continental and non-Western philosophers, with
new readings from prominent ethicists such as Kwame Anthony Appiah, Angela Y. Davis,
Mohandas Gandhi, and Richard Rorty. Increased coverage of contemporary dilemmas highlights
issues of widespread interest, such as same-sex marriage, structural racism, factory farming,

pacifism, and global distributive justice.
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Customer Reviews

"MacKinnon’s Ethics is the perfect introductory text. It presents a balance of theory and application,
and a balance of historical and contemporary readings. It provides a wealth of up-to-date empirical
data on all of the topics discussed. And on top of that, it's written in a clear, engaging style.""It is

rare to find a text that provides an excellent combination of both ethical theory and applied ethics in

a single volume that is concise, highly readable, and quite informative. MacKinnon’s text is right on



target!"

Barbara MacKinnon is a professor emerita of philosophy at the University of San Francisco. During
her 30 years of teaching, her instruction and writing focused primarily on the history of ethics and
contemporary ethical issues. She enjoys reading widely, playing the piano, and traveling.Andrew
Fiala is chair and professor of philosophy at Fresno State University, as well as director of the
university’s Ethics Center. His scholarly writing focuses on war and peace, politics, religion, and

ethics. He also is a columnist for the Fresno Bee.

Not bad for a textbook on a subject that can be very dense and mind-confusing at times; | seem to
be following along with it much better than | had originally expected. Still, it's a textbook, so | doubt
you have much choice whether or not you're buying it--1 know that ’s price on a new edition was
about 75% of what my college bookstore was charging for *used* copies of the book.

Arrived in excellent condition and arrived promptly. The context of the book is not as difficult to get
through since it makes modern day references (like the Hunger Games) but is still is long. Wouldn’t

be able to get away with procrastinating these readings.

| rented this book. It has already severe physical damage all over the text, but still functional. Fine to

read so I'll take it.

Does the job. No complaints.

Great book

good

not a favorite of mine. Just for my ethics class i needed this.

Thank you.
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